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paid.  To this end, there is a widespread fear of defaulting on these loans, a concern 
addressed by both small carriers and the RUS in these Senate and House hearings. 
 

 The FCC has offered a waiver as the solution to any possible reform-related red-lining.  
Not only is the waiver process onerous, the provisions for receiving a waiver are entirely 
irrelevant to the FCC’s stated goals.  In order to receive a waiver, the applicant must 
demonstrate that its ability to deliver voice service to its customers is severely impaired, 
yet the purpose of the Order is to connect these Americans to broadband.  The structure 
of the waiver provision, in effect, may reject an applicant seeking relief even though it 
cannot provide broadband, but simply because it still has the ability to provide voice 
service. 

 
 Wireless service and broadband Internet depend upon rural networks to function.  The 

state of the American telecommunications/broadband network is one of interdependency.  
In order for wireless calls to be completed from state-to-state, or across the country, as 
well as national broadband connectivity, rural telecommunications infrastructure is 
invaluable. 
 

 Numerous hearings have been held in both the House and Senate, with concentration on 
the Order’s impact on Tribal carriers and communities.  We would like to replicate this 
initiative with a broader focus on the small rural industry at large.  In the interests of 
small rural telecommunications carriers, the rural Americans they serve, and the general 
quality of the American broadband and telecommunications network, the SCC implores 
Congress to initiate a hearing on the FCC Order, issue a halt to its implementation, and 
demand substantial consultation with small carriers and meaningful, equitable regulatory 
revision. 

 
 


