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February 16, 2022

The Honorable Jessica Rosenworcel The Honorable Geoffrey Starks
Chairwoman Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission Federal Communications Commission
45 L Street NE 45 L Street NE

Washington, DC 20554 Washington, DC 20554

The Honorable Brendan Carr The Honorable Nathan Simington
Commissioner Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission Federal Communications Commission
45 L Street NE 45 L Street NE

Washington, DC 20554 Washington, DC 20554

Re: Report of the Future of the Universal Service Fund — WC Docket No. 21-476

Dear Chairwoman Rosenworcel, Commissioner Carr, Commissioner Starks, and Commissioner
Simington:

Firstly, the Small Company Coalition (“SCC”) would like to commend the Commission on its
dedicated efforts to make broadband funding available to unserved and underserved communities
across the nation. The FCC and Congress have rightly recognized the vital nature of high-speed Internet
as a vehicle for economic growth, educational and vocational enrichment, and myriad other
opportunities that come from broadband connectivity.

It is in light of this recognition that we write to you, as it is imperative to ensure not only that such
funding is available and properly distributed, but also that the mechanisms through which the funding
is disbursed are sustainable well into the future. As difficult as it may be to imagine life before the
Internet, it is more difficult to imagine a future without one.

To fortify this future, we firmly hold that all users of the broadband network must pay for their usage.
In the current regulatory environment, telecommunications carriers and Internet Service Providers pay
for the deployment and maintenance of broadband infrastructure, and the end-user pays for their usage;
however, Big Tech companies (social media, Internet marketplaces, etc.) and streaming services pay
absolutely nothing toward the aforementioned deployment and upkeep, all while reaping billions of
dollars in profit and accounting for a majority of traffic on these networks. As mentioned to
Commissioner Carr in a letter dated June 15, 2021, this topic lies at the core of SCC members’
concerns.

Not only is this inequitable, but it is unsustainable. We urge the Commission to undertake meaningful
reform that would require the entities who use our networks the most to pay for their usage.

We appreciate your attention in this matter and are available to discuss this topic in further detail at
your convenience.

Respectfully, )

James J. Kail
Executive Committee Member
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